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Slavery Question; Delivered in the Senate of the United States, December 29, 1856 The Senate having under
consideration the motion of Mr. Rusk to refer so much of the President s message as relates to foreign affairs to
the Committee on Foreign Relations - Mr. Brown said: Mr. President, when the President s message came into
the Senate, and was read by the Secretary, the first proceeding that followed was the rising of the senator from
New Hampshire [Mr. Hale] to make a violent attack on the President and on the sentiments of his message. He
based that attack chiefly on the ground that the President had intimated a purpose in certain quarters to attack
slavery in the States. This speech of the senator from New Hampshire was quickly followed by speeches of a
similar character from the senator from New York, [Mr. Seward, ] and others on that side of the Chamber who
sympathize with them. These assaults have fallen here as they will fall elsewere - harmless shafts. They have
inflicted no injury on the President, and they will inflict none on the great cause which he so manfully defended.
While assailing the President in coarse and unseemly phrase, these gentlemen have not failed to cover their own
positions. In all they have said, from the hour that the message was read to this, the most casual observer will
not have failed to perceive that, on some account, their tactics, have been changed. The bold and defiant air of
the conquering hero has given place to the subdued manner of defeated soldiers. Senators...
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