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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1895 Excerpt: . . . SPONTANEOUS
GENERATION. Within ten minutes walk of a little cottage which
I have recently built in the Alps, there is a small lake, fed by the
melted snows of the upper mountains. DuriDg the early weeks
of summer no trace of life is to be discerned in this water; but
invariably towards the end of July, or the beginning of August,
swarms of tailed organisms are seen enjoying the suns warmth
along the shallow margins of the lake, and rushing with
audible patter into deeper water at the approach of danger.
The origin of this periodic crowd of living things is by no means
obvious. For years I had never noticed in the lake either an
adult frog, or the smallest fragment of frog spawn; so that
were I not otherwise informed, I should have found the
conclusion of Mathiole a natural one, namely,...
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