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English . Brand New Book. Framed by the decline of the Heian aristocracy in the late 1100s and the rise of the
Tokugawa shogunate in the early 1600s, Japan s medieval era was a chaotic period of diCuse political power
and frequent military strife. This instability prevented central authorities from regulating trade, issuing
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trade, markets, and monetization. Peripheral elites--including merchants, warriors, rural estate managers, and
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asserted greater control over monetary matters throughout the realm. Drawing upon diaries, tax ledgers,
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