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Delivered Before the Union and Philanthrope Societies of Hampden Sidney College, June 10, 1857 Gentlemen of
the Union and Philanthropic Literary Societies: | have accepted the invitation to address you on this anniversary
occasion, not alone for the honor of being the first to represent before the public your conjoined membership,
never before united under similar circumstances. My chief motive for appearing here to-day sprang from the
natural desire to take part in the annual festivities of an Institution of Learning, which was, during several
happy years, the leading object of my thoughts and the foremost subject of my prayers. More gladly than | can
tell, do | return to these scenes of a former labor and to this home of a past enjoyment. With unfeigned
eagerness have | come up to this dear old place, to meet those cherished friends who, not forgotten, have also, |
feel sure, been not forgetting. But yet | would that this hour of gladness were not fringed with a sorrow, which,
after all, makes me almost wish myself not here. | am oppressed by the fact, that, amid the familiar persons of
well-remembered neighbors and friends, there are those absent whom these scenes used always to welcome,
but whom their recurrence can never greet again. How shall | proceed to the subject of my address without
pausing a moment for the purpose of letting my thoughts come back from the grave of that best old man, who
so lately stood the pastor of the church worshipping in this house, with feeble frame, but strong heart and
unquenchable earnestness, to...
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