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Original publisher: Carlisle, PA: Strategic Studies Institute, U. S. Army War College, 2006 OCLC Number:
(0OCoLC)65432791 Subject: Military planning -- United States. Excerpt: . .. 36 seek an indirect approach. Often the
object of such an indirect attack will be a decisive point. Decisive Point. As noted in the previous section, Jominis
idea of strategic points loosely mirrors Clausewitzs center of gravity. However, Jomini posits two kinds of such
points, those with permanence because of their geographical location and those associated with the masses of
the hostile troops and the enterprises likely to be directed against 37 them. . .. He further defines these points as
decisive - those which are capable of exercising a marked influence either upon the result of the campaign or
upon a single enterprise - and a smaller subset called objective points - that delineate the object of the
campaign or 38 operation. Both, however, relate to the maneuver of friendly forces. Jomini, reflecting on his
study of Napoleons operations, emphasizes maneuvering against an enemys flank to separate operating forces
from their base of support. One authority writes, The great merit of Napoleon as a strategist lay not in simply
maneuvering for some limited advantage, but in identifying those points that, if lost, would 39 dislocate and
ruin the enemy. The philosophical style of Sun Tzus The Art of War makes it difficult to identify specific
references to a concept similar to decisive point. Yet, one can argue that the idea is contained in statements
from his discussion of weaknesses and strengths. For example, Then, if | am able to use many to strike few at
the selected point, those | deal with 40 will be in dire straits....
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