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were advanced under the Agriculturists Loans Act. The imports
of rice into the distriot during the famine amounted to nearly
33,000 tons, chiefly Burma rice from Calcutta. The affected
area covered 1,851 square miles with a population of 1,660,000,
and though the people suffered much, no loss of life appears to
have been directly attributable to want of food; the reported
deaths, indeed, fell short of the average of the three preceding
years by about 25,000. Thacts The prime cause of these
famines is the entire dependence of Liablk To JJtluzaffarpur
for the productiveness of its soil on a sufficientand TA11F
timely rainfall; iu parts, the rice cultivation is so highly
developed that the failure of that crop results in serious distress
over a considerable tract of country, and it is an accepted fact
that without such failure widespread distress...
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