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Subject: Sagamore Hill National Historic Site (Oyster Bay, N. Y. ) -- Antiquities. Excerpt: . . . began planning a
residence at the site. Days after giving birth to their daughter, Alice Lee died. The tragedy of her death weighed
heavily on Theodore Roosevelt, but he was determined to build on the property and provide a good home for
his new daughter. The main house at Sagamore Hill was completed in 1885. Theodore Roosevelt married his
second wife, Edith Kermit Carow, in 1886. He continued to enjoy the property in all seasons until his death in
1919, and he shared his love of Sagamore Hill with his family. Edith K. Roosevelt maintained Sagamore Hill as a
summer residence until her death in 1948. During her stewardship the property continued as a working farm,
though perhaps not as active as during Theodore Roosevelts time. The most significant change to the site
during this period was the construction of Old Orchard House on a piece of the property east of the main house
that had been an apple orchard. Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. , and his wife purchased 4 acres of land, including the
orchard, from Edith Roosevelt in 1938. In the area of the apple orchard the younger Roosevelt built a brick
Colonial Revival-style house named Old Orchard House. Edith K. Roosevelt and her heirs began discussing the
fate of Sagamore Hill with the Roosevelt Memorial Association ( RMA ) in the 1940s prior to her death. The RMA,
later the Theodore 3 Roosevelt Association ( TRA ), had been chartered...
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